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Changes in “LOCAL INDEPENDENT COFEE SHOPS” in the city as the Third Place during the Covid-19 Pandemic
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to elucidate how "the third place"
(places of residence and interaction other than home and work)
functions were affected by the unprecedented situation in which
"face-to-face interaction" with people was suppressed due to the
Covid-19 disaster, targeting local independent coffee shops in
the city.

The authors investigated changes in the normal situation before
Covid-19 and during the period of the emergency declaration,
and found that among the types of “the third-place” functions,
daily interactions decreased significantly, but regular customers
used take-out and other activities to support the restaurant.

On the other hand, the “My Place type” also showed alternative
uses of the workplace, such as online meetings. Event
interactions largely ceased, but "non-gathering type events"
continued, such as regular customers exhibiting their personal

works, etc.



